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the feed may be increased until the ewes receive from 1 to 2 pounds daily of an oat and bran mixture. After the second or third day the ewes may be given small quantities of silage along with the hay and grain. The lambs need plenty of milk and the feeding of grain will tend to keep the ewes in a full flow of milk. One should be careful not to over-feed ewes the first few days after lambing.
LAMBING-TIME DISEASES
Prolapse of the uterus or womb
This is a condition similar to that which occurs in the dairy cow. The violent straining accompanying a difficult birth may cause the ewe to turn the uterus wrong side out. This appears as a raw bleeding mass protruding from the vulva or external genital organ.
Fortunately this trouble is not very common but does occur in some cases. It should be attended to immediately or the ewe will die of infection. The protruding portion of the uterus is washed with warm water to remove any dirt or litter. The operator should wash his hands carefully and gently force the uterus back into place. After it has been replaced it may be advisable to sew the lips of the vulva together with coarse string, otherwise the uterus may be forced out again if the animal continues to strain. The sutures or stitches may be removed after a day or two. If the uterus has been allowed to remain out for a long time, the operation is not likely to be a success. If possible, a good ewe should have the services of a veterinarian. If the accident occurs at such a time when help is not available, the owner will have to do the work himself. Many farmers are not skillful but if the animal is attended to early and sensible sanitation is practiced, the ewe has a fair chance of recovery, providing, of course, she is not near death from exhaustion.
Infection of the uterus
Metritis or inflammation of the womb is occasional. It may be caused by dirty hands or instruments when